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regularly increased irocn 1876, the year when the orgamsa-
tion was founded, to 1896. From the beginning of 1897,
when the service was reorganised, the expenses diminished
by 72,000 francs in three years. In this period of time the
receipts from patients who were visited at night amounted
to 39,974 francs, making a total lessening in expenditure of
nearly 112,000 francs. M. Vilain points out that even allow-
ing for a fee of 10 francs for every night call during 1899 this
sum represents a profit of at least 10,500 francs to the night
medical service. This bonus will be added to the estimates
for the year of the Exhibition-viz., 1900-the ordinary
estimate being fixed at 145,000 francs. In the report sub-
mitted to the Municipal Council the balance sheet for 1899
was remarkable for a diminution in the expenses and an
increase in the receipts. This happy result is owing in

great part to a circular from the Prefect of Police, dis-
tributed at all the police-stations, which is handed to every
person making a claim on the night medical service. The
friends of the patient are informed that they must pay the
fees owing to the collector for the district, gratuitous attend-
ance being reserved solely for the very poor. This circular
has certainly had the effect of cutting down expenses, and
in one district, which formerly was noted for the calls made
upon the night medical service, several persons after having
been shown this circular have gone away without levying
any further tax upon the service.

Hospital Laboratories.
In the recent debate upon the Budget at the Municipal

Council M. Henri Rousselle, chairman of the Laboratories
Department, again put forward a motion that the various
private hospital laboratories should be suppressed and their
place taken by a central laboratory for each hospital. M.
Rousselle argued that this system would be much cheaper,
as all instruments and apparatus could be used in common
which are now dispersed among different laboratories whose
separate upkeep is very little less expensive than would be
that of a central laboratory. He said that culture stoves,
autoclaves, and other apparatus could easily be used in
common, and the laboratory would be under the charge of a
director and two assistants who should be nominated by the
medical staff of the hospital and chosen exclusively from
among past house physicians and surgeons. The Municipal
Council, which thinks of nothing but expense, accepted this
view, but from the scientific point of view it has not been so
favourably received by hospital medical officers. The work
done in a medical laboratory is not comparable to that done
in a commercial laboratory of which the Municipal Council
was apparently thinking. The director of a medical labora-
tory is an actual collaborator personally associated with
esearch, and it would be difficult for him were he to be

Associated with eight or ten different medical men engaged
respectively in their own line of research, for he could not
be equally versed in all of them. Also, in many researches
the medical man engaged wishes his work kept secret before
publication, which would be a difficult matter in a public
labor at bory. The view of a research laboratory current among
the Municipal Council shows an absolute ignorance of the
methods of scientific work customary in France. Even from
the economic point of view the benefit is illusory. The pre-
sent laboratories are carried on at but small expense and are
quite sufficient for their present work. A central laboratory
would need a large and specially- constructed building and
the expense of building would be a hundred times greater
than the sum to be saved by a common use of apparatus.
Also if, as would be the case, every medical man were to
be engaged upon a research of his own his place would have
to be reserved for him and so private laboratories would
be practically reconstituted with the additional expense of
new buildings for the public institution.

Influenza.
Influenza is raging in Paris as it is in every capital of

Europe, and people are much exercised, for there is scarcely
anyone who is not affected primarily or secondarily by the
disease. Nevertheless, these fears are much exaggerated,
for if the cases are numerous they are fortunately not
serious. Dr. Bertillon, the head of the municipal statistical
department of the city of Paris, in an interview on the

subject declared that influenza, which is endemic in Paris,
has this winter become particularly prevalent owing to the
very damp state of the atmosphere. Here are the mortality
figures from influenza during December and January. In
December, 1898, there were three deaths registered from
influenza, while in December, 1899, there were 20.

In January, 1899, there were 18 deaths, while in
January, 1900, the figure rose to 39, and 20 ’of
these occurred in the first week of the month, although
the general mortality of Paris was not above the normal.
The statistical department does not consider that a real
epidemic exists-a view which, perhaps, has origin in the
fact that a very severe epidemic was looked for during the
winter of 1899-1900, based upon the fact that influenza made
its appearance during the winter of 1889 and it was thought
that there would be a special exacerbation after ten years’
time. Such an opinion holds good for most epidemic
diseases. The weather, however, continues unfavourable,
the wind being constantly from the south. It must be,
remembered that the figures given above only represent
deaths, but it is certain that the number of persons
attacked is very large.

Feb. 6th. 
________________

ROME.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Influenza and the Holy Year.
LIKE the Horatian "pallida mors," influenza is knocking

at the door of the hovel and at the portal of the palace. Queen
Margherita is not spared by the unwelcome visitant any more-
than the subalpine peasant or the factory hand "in populous
city pent." Her Majesty is now, I am happy to say, in full
convalescence, though not yet allowed to leave her apart-
ment, and the State concert fixed for tc-day at the
Quirinal has had to be postponed till that most Fhadowy
of all periods, "a more convenient season." His Holiness.
the Pope " sta bene," I have just been assured; though
certain changes in the "order of the day " at the Vatican are
quite important enough for lay journalists to connect them
with another "deliquio" or "raffreddore" on the part of
Dr. Lapponi’s august patient. These’ changes," it maybe
opportune to state, are thus accounted for : the pilgrimages
which were to have started this week from Upper Italy have,
by influenza, been so reduced in numbers that the " Com-
missione dei Pellegrinaggi per l’Anno Santo" has bad to
admonish their " personally conducting" 

" 

bishops to
defer them till their full complement can be made np.
The Vatican, in so doing, is for once in harmony with the
Italian Government, which sees in the influx of masses of
poor people from disease-stricken communities a present
danger for Rome, itself gravely visited by the same scourge.
Even greater vigilance is being exercised at the French
frontier in guarding against the introduction of infective
maladies from that quarter. Not only influenza but small-
pox is prevalent at Marseilles and Toulon ; indeed, the
latter disease has already found its way into Italy from
those seaports. In view of the pilgrimages from
France, therefore, the Italian Government has despatched
to Ventimiglia, the frontier station, a fully equipped
"servizio sanitario" to subject the pilgrims in question to
a thorough examination, which is to exclude from Italy not
only the influenza patient but also every individual not
effectively vaccinated or revaccinated.

The Treatment of Influenza,
While all the towns and villages are exposing in their

churches the images of their respective saints or tutelary
"patroni" and "patrone," and are, through their priests,
preferring prayers for the removal or abatement of the
influenza scourge, the medical schools are formulating the
therapeutics hitherto found most efficacious in reaching the
same end. The University of Turin, represented by
one of its most authoritative consultants, publishes a series
of practical indications for the benefit of the practitioner
and of the more intelligent of the laity-indications not more
significant in their positive than in their negative bearing on
influenza. Practically, I may say, these correspond with the
findings of the German Committee, which after the epidemic
of 1890-92 obtained the opinions of 6000 medical men within
the Fatherland as to their professional experiences in

presence of the disease. Never, according to the Pied-
montese professor, was there more need of the I I medico in
contradistinction to "medicamenti" than in the influenza
visitations of the last decennium. Yet, be says, "to-day we
have increased a thousand-fold the mania for phenacetine,
salicylate of soda, salicylate of quinine, and such like," all
this, moreover, because the lay or non-professional world
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insists on remedies which medical experience has either
abandoned or prescribes only in very special cases. This
craving on the part of the public for "medicamenti" is
encouraged, he says, by those cooperative societies which vend
to their subscribers " boccette di chinina " (phials of quinine),
or boxes of phenacetine, or of the above-named salicylates
without professional sanction, till, with Dr. Furbringer (of
the German Committee aforesaid), he finds that it is more than
doubtful whether many patients are not suffering less from
influenza than from the "Galenical poisoning" induced by
their self-prescribed "medicines." Such "therapeutics" "
are greatly due to panic ; and, if only to allay that

depressing emotion, the patient who thinks he is "in for
an attack cannot see the physician too soon and bring him-
self under the sway of reason and clinical experience. Au
reste, his indications are such as commend themselves
to British practice, in their attention to " small
things," in their consideration of every individual case "on
its merits," in their avoidance of drastic agents, in their
reliance on rest in bed, above all in their warning against
impatience of the sick room or undue " haste to be
well." He would often, indeed, approve the line taken by a
well-known English consultant who, when assured by his
patient, "Doctor, I have tried everything," replied, "No,
you have not. Have you tried nothing?" and sent him back
to bed accordingly.
Feb. 5th. 

_________________

AUSTRALIA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Bubonie Plague in New Caledonia.
THE bubonic plague has broken out at Noum&eacute;a, New

Caledonia, a port in regular communication with Sydney and
only three and a half days’ distant. Immediately information
reached Sydney of the occurrence of the outbreak the
President of the Board of Health took steps to have all
vessels arriving from New Caledonia placed in quarantine i
for 12 days. Several passengers were landed from the
steamer Pacifique before the quarantine was declared.
Several of them have been traced and placed under
medical surveillance, but 10 adults and one child are still
at large untraced. The steamer Maroc was also quarantined
at Newcastle, but released on Dec. 29th. In August last
the Government cabled to Dr. Haffkine for a litre and a
half of his plague vaccine, but none has yet arrived, and
Dr. Ashburton Thompson, the President of the Board of
Health for New South Wales, has recommended that the
vaccine should be prepared locally in the laboratories of
the Health Department. The late Government opposed
the idea of giving the plague bacillus a home in any
part of Australia, even under strict supervision, but probably
the subject will now be reconsidered. In Queensland the
Government has ordered a quarantine of 14 days for all
vessels from New Caledonia. At Melbourne the Australia
arrived with trans-shipped passengers from the Pacifique,
and one passenger from Noumea to Melbourne was placed in
quarantine and no other passengers were allowed to land.
Dr. D. A. Gresswell, President of the Board of Health of
Victoria, has recommended that a supply of Haffkine’s
vaccine be obtained from India. At a special meeting of
the Board of Public Health held on Dec. 30th, the following
resolutions were agreed to :

(a) That the whole of Polynesia, Madagascar, Seychelles Islands, and
Heunion should be proclaimed as plague-infected.

(b) That the period of quarantining vessels from infected ports be
12 days, and that uniformity be urged upon New South Wales and the
other colonies in this connexion.

(e) That the shipping companies affected be informed of the quaran-
tine restrictions.

(d) That the medical profession be asked to immediately notify the
board and the councils of the householders concerned of any cases
they discover. independent of the obligations imposed upon them by
the Public Health Act.

(e) That the Minister be asked to secure an immediate supply of the
plague vaccine, as essential to the health of the community.

(f) That the councils of the colony be informed by circular as to steps
to be taken anticipatory of an outbreak.

(g) That all vessels arriving from infected ports, whether they have
been over the 12 days on the voyage without an outbreak on board or
not, be inspected by medical officers for a week after arrival-i.e., the
sepnncl. icurth, and sixth days of their stay at a Victorian port.

(A) That no vessels from any Polynesian port be allowed alongside.

Annual LTeeting of the Virtorian Branch of the British
Medical Association.

The annual meeting cf the Victorian Branch of the British
Medical Association was held on Dec. 21st. The report of

the council showed that the average attendance at the meet-
ings during the year had been less than usual. The council
had been forced to deal with several ethical cases, and in one
had to expel a member for unprofessional conduct, the
council’s action being ratified by the branch. The following
were elected as office-bearers for the ensuing year: President,
Mr. G. A. Syme; vice-president, Mr. F. M. Harricks; treasurer,
Mr. J. R. M. Thomson; secrecary, Dr. D. M. Officer;
librarian, Mr. A. W. F. Noyes; Victorian editor of the
Australasian Medical Gazette, Dr. J. W. Springthorpe ;
members of the council: Dr. A. V. M. Anderson, Mr. F. D.
Bird, Mr. A. L. Kenny, Mr. H. Lawrence, Dr. R. L. McAdam,
Mr. F. Meijer, Mr. M. U. O’Sullivan, and Dr. R. R. Stawell.
In his address the retiring president, Mr. A. L. Kenny, dealt
almost exclusively with the internal affairs of the branch
and its relations to the parent association, a subject on
which he could speak with authority and knowledge, having
acted for years as secretary of the branch and also subse-
quently as treasurer, and having represented the branch in
England when visiting there. Mr. Kenny was of opinion that
more interest should be taken in the affairs of the colonial
branches by the council of the association and especially
greater care and promptness exercised in the association’s
secretarial and financial dealings with the branch. The
by-law of the association dealing with the election of colonial
representatives on the council should be altered to permit a
branch availing itself of the services of any suitable member
who might be sojourning in London. At present a member of
the council " must have resided within the area of the
branch for at least 12 months prior to his election." Mr.

Kenny next advocated the amalgamation of all the
Australasian branches in one association as making for
increased strength and influence in all Australasian public
and professional matters in dealing with colonial Govern-
ments and in ethical questions. The amalgamation could also
supply an effective and permanent managing body for the
Australasian Medical Congresses. The fifth session of the
congress at Brisbane was referred to in complimentary
terms and some suggestions made for improvements in the
routine of congress work, chiefly in the direction of giving
more time to sectional work and less to entertainments.
Mr. Kenny affirmed the propriety of the resolution passed by
the congress with reference to hospital abuse. He recom-
mended that hospital managers and medical officers should
be legally empowered to recover fees from patients found
guilty of imposition.

The Nem South Wales Nurses Association.
A special meeting of the New South Wales Trained Nurses

Association was held on Dec. 1st to amend the constitution
and rules of the association. The secretaries reported that
the association numbered 227 members. It was resolved
that the name of the association be altered to ’’ The Austra-
lasian Trained Nurses Association " and the following was
accepted as the basis for registration and membership :-
Candidates for registration must produce proof-(a) That they have

been engaged for three years in general hospitals recognised by the
council and containing not less than 40 beds ; or (b) that they have been
engaged for four years in a country, district, or suburban hospital
recognised by the council and containing not less than 20 beds, and
have been trained at that hospital under a matron or nurse who holds
a certificate from a training school for nurses recognised by the council
of this association ; or (c) that they have been engaged for five years in
a private, country, district, or suburban hospital recognised by the
council, and containing not less than 10 beds, and have been trained at
that hospital under a matron or nurse who holds a certificate from
a training school for nurses recognised by the council of this association.
Furthermore, all candidates must give references as to their moral
character, produce certificates of competency from the hospitals in
which they had been engaged, and account for any interval of time in
their nursing career when not engaged in hospitals or nursing
associations.

Fever Hospital for Sydney.
Dr. Ashburton Thompson, in his capacity as chief medical

officer to the Government of New South Wales, has pre-
sented to Parliament a report on the need for a metropolitan
fever hospital in Sydney. In his opinion such an institution
is urgently required and is a necessary corollary to the
notification clauses of the Public Health Act. It should not
be removed to any great distance from the city. If a few
acres of the Sydney Common on Dowling street could
be obtained they would provide a suitable site.

Surgeons for South Africa.
Dr. A. Mac Cormick and Dr. R. Scot Skirving of Sydney have

volunteered and been accepted for service in South Africa.

Primary Sarcoma of the Liver in a Child 14 Weeks Old.
In the Intercolonial Medical Journal for December Mr.

H. M. Hewlett records a case of primary sarcoma of the


